
Headshot of 
yourself Haram – Effects of Marine Debris on Ocean Surface Ecosystems

Linsey E. Haram, Smithsonian Environmental Research Center
Gregory Ruiz, Luca Centurioni, Andrey Shcherbina, James T. Carlton, Mary Crowley, Jan Hafner, Verena Hormann, 

Cathryn Murray, Jenny Par, Cynthia Wright, Chela Zabin, and Nikolai Maximenko

Contact us!
haraml@si.edu

www.FloatEco.org Biodiversity Movement Persistence

Coastal species dominate biodiversity on marine debris at the surface of the mid-ocean North Pacific Subtropical Gyre (NPSG).
Submesocale ocean processes mediate debris movement in the NPSG. Close interactions of debris may facilitate persistence of this
novel neopelagic community.

Debris concentration in model experiment Drifters wander around the “garbage patch”

Lagrangian instruments
Biological sample collection
Biological settlement panels
Modeling
Citizen science

mailto:haraml@si.edu

